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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 1-9. 1 1. 12. 14. 16. 19.22.25 and 28 is/are rejected. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 11, 12, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Yang [U.S. Pub No. US 2004/0257209 A1]. 

Regarding claim 1, Yang discloses a motor vehicle door locking system 
comprising: 

a. At least one motor vehicle lock, wherein the motor vehicle lock is at least 
one of locked, unlocked, and opened by a motor (paragraph 26). 

b. A motor vehicle-side control (1 ). 

c. An operator-side mobile part (2) each of the control and the mobile part 
including communications electronics (12), wherein the communications 
electronics creates a bi-directional wireless link between the control and mobile 
part (paragraph 21 ), wherein at least one system function of the motor vehicle 
door locking system is triggerable by the mobile part via wireless link, and 
wherein the wireless link is a Bluetooth wireless link (paragraphs 26 and 27). 
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As for claims 2, the communications electronics of the control includes a 
Bluetooth interface (12) and the communications electronics of the mobile part has a 
Bluetooth interface (paragraph 21 ). 

Regarding claim 4, the mobile part is a mobile phone with an integrated 
Bluetooth interface (2). 

As for claim 5, the system function is unlocking of the motor vehicle lock 
(paragraph 26). 

Regarding claim 11, Yang discloses that vehicle-side reception level of the 
Bluetooth wireless link can be measured by the control and from the measured 
reception level the distance of the mobile part from the vehicle can be determined. The 
control blocks the triggering of the at least one system function (unlocking doors) 
depending on the determined distance (paragraphs 12, 15, and 26). 

As for claim 12, the control enables triggering of the system function only when 
the mobile part is located within a predetermined distance range around the vehicle 
(paragraphs 12, 15, and 26). 

As for claim 25, the at least one system function which is enabled by the control 
can be triggered by manual actuation of the mobile part (paragraph 14). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3, 6, 7-9, 16, 19, 22, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Yang as applied to the claims above. 

Regarding claim 3, there were several known keyless entry devices known in the 
art at the time of the invention by the applicant, including access cards, key rings, and 
key components. One of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that any of 
these components could have replaced the mobile phone in the invention of Yang. 

As for claims 6, 16, and 19, Yang does not specifically disclose that the opening 
of the lock is motorized. However, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
by the applicant would have recognized that if the door locking system of the invention 
were motor control that the function would obviously be a motorized opening of the lock. 

As for claims 7-9 and 22, the motor vehicle door locking system includes a 
passive entry function in which, as the operator with the mobile part approaches the 
motor vehicle, the control, after a starting interval and an authentication interval, triggers 
an action interval for unlocking the motor vehicle lock (paragraphs 15, 26, and 41). In 
paragraph 41 , Yang discloses that the mobile part and the control have to be authorized 
to one another. It is obvious that there is a Bluetooth connection set up that takes place 
between the two parts. One of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that all of 
the necessary time intervals for a Bluetooth communication would be needed in the 
invention. 

As for claim 28, it was well known in the art at the time of the invention by the 
applicant that the engine of a motor vehicle is started via an actuation arrangement 
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(ignition switch) in an interior of the vehicle. It would have also been obvious that a user 
would be able to start the engine of the vehicle if the user used the mobile part to gain 
entry to the vehicle. 

5. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yang as 
applied to claims above, and further in view of Logan et al [U.S. Pub. No. US 
2005/0054290 A1]. 

Regarding claim 14, Yang does not disclose that the one system function may 
be the activation of front-end lights, the blinker, the interior lighting of the vehicle, a seat 
adjustment, or a mirror adjustment. In an analogous art, Logan discloses that the lights 
of a vehicle may be controlled through a Bluetooth communication between a vehicle- 
side part and a mobile part (paragraphs 19 and 20). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention by the applicant to modify the 
teachings of Yang to include the activation of lights because the modification would 
have provided an added level of security. If the lights were turned on, a user would be 
able to inspect the surrounding area of the vehicle before approaching and entering the 
vehicle. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 10, 13, 15, 17, 18, 20, 21, 23, 24, 26, 27, and 29-31 are objected to as 
being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
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independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication, or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric M. Blount whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2973. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Hofsass can be reached on (571) 272-2981. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 



Eric M. Blount 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2636 
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